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NEW ST PETERSBURG VA REGIONAL OFFICE 

DIRECTOR Mr. Barry M. Barker was appointed Director of 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Regional Office in 
St. Petersburg Florida on February 10, 2006.  Prior to this 
appointment he was the Director of the VA Regional Office 
and Outpatient Clinic in Manila, Philippines and the 
Regional Office in Boise, Idaho. He served as Assistant 
Director at the Denver, Colorado Regional Office from 
September of 1990 until March 1996 and has held 
management positions as Acting Director in both the 
Denver and Los Angeles Regional Offices. 
 
Mr. Barker began his career in 1973 as Assistant Chief, 
Accounting Section at the Washington Regional Office, 
Washington, D.C.. In 1975, he was selected as Assistant 
Finance Officer trainee, and in 1977, became the Assistant 
Finance Officer at the St. Petersburg, Florida, Regional 
Office.  In 1980, he was named Finance Officer of the 
Winston-Salem Regional Office; a position he held until his 
assignment as Director, Quality Management in VA Central 
Office in 1986. He completed Leadership VA in 1989 and 
received the Denver Federal Executive Board's Outstanding 
Federal Manager Award in 1996. 
 
Mr. Barker was born in Nashville, Tennessee and grew up 
in Adairville, Kentucky. He is an Air Force veteran and 
earned degrees in Accounting and Business at Western 
Kentucky University. 
 
TRAUMATIC SGLI The Servicemembers’ Group Life 
Insurance Traumatic Injury Protection program (TSGLI) 
became effective December 1, 2005.  TSGLI provides for 
payment of between $25,000 and $100,000 to members of 
the uniformed services covered by Servicemembers’ Group 
Life Insurance (SGLI) who sustain traumatic injuries that 
result in certain severe losses, such as blindness or the loss 
of limbs.  Servicemembers or veterans who suffered losses 
from injuries incurred in Operations Iraqi Freedom or 
Enduring Freedom between October 7, 2001 and 
December 1, 2005 are also eligible for TSGLI benefits.   
 
For the purpose of this benefit, the Department of Defense 
has defined serving in OIF or OEF as being deployed  

outside of the United States on orders in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom or 
serving in a geographic location that qualified the 
servicemember for the Combat Zone Tax Exclusion under 
26 U.S.C. 211. 
 
TSGLI is an automatic rider under SGLI that provides for a 
payment of between $25,000 and $100,000 to any member 
of the uniformed services covered by SGLI who sustains a 
traumatic injury that results in certain severe losses, such 
as blindness or the loss of limbs.  TSGLI was designed 
primarily to provide injured servicemembers with monetary 
assistance to help them and their family through long 
periods of treatment and rehabilitation. 
 
TSGLI claims are certified by the uniformed branches of 
service.  The branches of service also evaluate other 
criteria that could affect payment, such as whether the 
injury was self-inflicted, caused by the medical or surgical 
treatment of a disease, or due to the willful use of an illegal 
or controlled substance.  Claims are then forwarded to the 
Office of Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (OSGLI) 
for payment. 
 
TSGLI is payable to servicemembers who were seriously 
injured and suffered losses while serving in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom (OIF) or Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 
since October 7, 2001 and before December 1, 2005.   
 
To apply for TSGLI, the veteran should obtain a TSGLI 
Certification Form (GL.2005.261).  The form can be located 
on the VA Insurance website (http://www.insurance.va.gov/) 
or can be obtained from the branch of service or VA patient 
care coordinators, social workers or Veterans Service 
Representatives at VA Medical Centers or military treatment 
facilities.   
 
On the VA website, click on TSGLI under "Hot Issues," then 
click on “How To Obtain a Certification Form.”  The veteran 
or servicemember fills out part A of the form, the physician 
fills out Part B, and the uniformed service fills out part C.  
After parts A and B are completed, the form should be sent 
to the branch of service. 
 

 



 

VA AND HHS TO TARGET DIABETES, OBESITY 

AMONG AMERICAN VETERANS (VA News Release 
February 27, 2006)   WASHINGTON – With obesity and 
deadly diabetes at significantly higher levels among 
America's veterans, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) and Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
have announced a coordinated campaign to educate 
veterans and their families about ways to combat these 
health issues.  The campaign, called “HealthierUS 
Veterans,” is a multi-pronged educational effort to spawn 
healthy eating and physical activity among veterans, their 
families and members of their communities. 
 
Veterans are more likely than the general population to 
have diabetes, one of the major complications associated 
with being overweight.  According to the American Diabetes 
Association, 7 percent of the U.S. population has diabetes, 
and the rate increases with age.  Among veterans receiving 
VA health care, who are on average older than the general 
population, the rate is 20 percent. 
 
VA medical centers will promote nutrition and exercise with 
local groups in 40 communities that receive grants from 
HHS in a program called “Steps to a HealthierUS.”  
Overweight patients receiving VA health care may 
participate in weight loss programs tailored to their needs.  
They may also receive pedometers, diet advisories and 
“prescriptions” suggesting how much to walk -- or, in the 
case of wheelchair users, how much to roll.   
 
VA and HHS also plan to kick off regional educational 
campaigns this spring in four cities where VA and HHS 
Steps programs collaborate.  Local celebrities and 
members of veterans service organizations will be invited to 
participate.  In May, the "HealthierUS Veterans" program 
will participate with the President's Council on Physical 
Fitness during the council's annual rally in Washington. 
 
VA RECEIVES “PUBLIC SPIRIT AWARD” FOR 

HURRICANE AID (VA News Release February 27, 2006) 
WASHINGTON – The efforts of employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) in the wake of 
destruction by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita were further 
recognized Monday when the Department received the 
prestigious Public Spirit Award from the American Legion 
Auxiliary.  The Public Spirit Award is historically given to 
individuals, but American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Carol Van Kirk nominated the entire Department 
for being what she called “an example of a true success 
story.” Past recipients of the Public Spirit Award include 
Ronald Reagan, Madeleine Albright and Colin Powell. 
   
IMPORTANT DATES IN MARCH 

March 1 payments for February due 
March 9 last day to input change of address or establish 
direct deposit on compensation and pension awards in time 
for the 03-31-2006 payments 
March 22 last day to change or cancel direct deposit on 
compensation or pension awards in time for the 03-31-2006 
payments 
March 31 payments for March due 
 

VA FACILITIES ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS: 
 
VA Regional Office, St. Petersburg - PO Box 1437,   
St. Petersburg, FL  33731  1-800-827-1000 
 
Regional Processing Office, Atlanta, GA (education 
claims) - PO Box 100022, Decatur, GA  30031-7022  
1-888-GIBILL1 (442-4551) 
 
Telephone number for Chapter 30 self-verifications  
1-877-823-2378 
 
Veterans Health Administration Toll-Free Hotline 
(medical care) - 1-877-222-8387 
 

VA EFT Information Hotline (electronic funds transfer - 
direct deposit) 1-877-838-2778 
 
VA Insurance Center, Philadelphia (VA Insurance) - 
PO Box 42954, Philadelphia, PA 19101  1-800-669-8477 
 
VA Health Administration Center (CHAMPVA and Spina 
Bifida health care) - 
CHAMPVA inquiries: PO Box 65023, Denver, CO 80206-
5023 
CHAMPVA claims: PO Box 65024, Denver, CO 80206-5024 
Spina Bifida inquiries and claims: PO Box 65025, Denver, 
CO 80206-5025  1-800-733-8387 
 
Foreign Medical Program Office (medical treatment 
abroad) - 
PO Box 65021, Denver, CO  80206-5021  303-331-7590 
 

National Cemeteries  

10,000 Bay Pines Blvd N, Bay Pines FL 727-398-9426 
6502 SW 102nd Ave, Bushnell FL  33513 352-793-7740 
Naval Air Station, Pensacola FL 850-453-4108/4846 
 
National Cemetery Administration Office of Memorial 

Programs (headstones and markers) - 810 Vermont Ave 
NW, Washington, DC  20420  1-800-697-6947 
 
Loan Guaranty Eligibility Center (certificates of eligibility) 
PO Box 20729, Winston-Salem, NC  27120 
1-888-244-6711 
 
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) Unit - 

Chicago VA Regional Office  1-800-829-4833 
 
INTERNET SITES OF INTEREST: 

VA Web Site:  www.va.gov 
VA Forms: www.va.gov/vaforms 
VA Web Automated Reference Materials System (WARMS)  
www.warms.vba.va.gov 
Property Management (sale of VA-repossessed homes): 
www.ocwen.com 

Florida Dept of Veterans Affairs: www.floridavets.org 
St. Pete Regional Office: www.vba.va.gov/ro/south/spete 

 


